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Teaching English Survival Game

The Teaching English 
Survival Game!

How to survive your first 
teaching job 

Instructions:

1.  Place your counters on START.

2.  Toss a coin. For heads move two 
squares. For tails move one square. 

3.  Move your counter and follow the 
directions on the square.

1.

  What’s one 
question you 
would ask at a job 
interview about a 
new teaching job?

2.

The DoS shows 
you the teacher’s 
room. Ask a 
question about 
resources.

3.

  Suggest a 
classroom activity 
you would use  
on day one with  
a  new class. 

START

4.

You’re told to choose 
your own coursebook. 
Suggest one thing you 
would look for in a 
suitable coursebook.

5. 

 Your timetable 
changes at the  
last minute. Go 
back a square.

6.

Suggest a 
strategy to cut 
planning time 
on a course.

7.

Your colleague needs 
some more ideas for 
lessons. Recommend 
a resource book.

8.

You have to cover a 
lesson in 30 minutes’ 
time. What’s one thing 
you need to know?

9.

A teacher is off sick. 
You have to cover 
the lesson. Go back 
one square.

10.

What’s your 
number one tip for 
a new teacher?

11.

How could you 
adapt this game 
for your students?

12.

Suggest a way 
to continue your 
development as 
a teacher after 
this course.

FINISH 

Ask the other 
players a question 
about teaching.


